
 
ATTENTION SMITH VALLEY RESIDENTS: 

 
The National Fish & Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) has purchased the Sutter Ranch in 
Smith Valley to acquire the water rights and transfer the water down river to Walker 
Lake. This has left the Sutter Ranch land without water. NFWF has offered to donate 490 
acres of this non-watered land to Lyon County to use as an open space/recreation area. 
Any water needed to sustain this open space/recreation area will need to come from some 
other source.  
Lyon County, in order to manage and maintain the open space/recreation area, will need 
to pass one or more ordinances governing the operation and use of this open 
space/recreation area. 
 
Attached is a survey of possible use guidelines compiled to get feedback from local 
residents to see: 

A. IF the residents want Lyon County to take on this transfer, and 
B. If So, what options would residents like to have allowed? 
 
SOME CONSIDERATIONS: 
1. Lyon County will lose the tax base revenue and end up contributing money for the 

initial building of the project as well as footing the bill for the maintenance and 
operation of the “open space” after the 5 year period of NFWF/WRC money 
contribution has expired. Lyon County has an extremely tight budget. 

2. Some uses will create more cost to operate and maintain, which will be paid with 
tax dollars. 

3. It will NOT be irrigated, and some uses could stir the alkali layer and become a 
“dust bowl.” 

4. It should be noted that this proposed area is not and will not be a green grassy 
area like Dressler Park but more of a natural landscape usage area in very similar 
condition as it is now.  

5. If the transfer is not wanted, NFWF will dispose of the property as they decide. 
6. More information can be found online at: www.SmithNV.com  

 
The Smith Valley Advisory Board is asking for input from Smith Valley 
residents by completing the attached survey and questionnaire so that the Board 
can properly advise the County of the thoughts and opinions of the residents of 
Smith Valley regarding this important issue. After completing the 
survey/questionnaire please return it to:  

Smith Valley Realty  
2805 SR 208  
PO Box 226 
Wellington, NV 89444 
 
Thank you for your input, Smith Valley Advisory Board: 
Merle McMahon, Jim Lovett, Rick Smolin, Craig Feldmann, K. Garcia 



Possible Sutter Ranch Parcel Transfer from 

NFWF to Lyon County  January 2016

NAME:

Please return prior to February 1st, 2016 for consideration!!

NOTE: this transfer will cost taxpayer monies from the County, and high traffic may cause other issues. 

For more information contact SVAB, go to www.SmithNV.com then "NEWS" tab, or e‐mail K@SmithNV.com

Question Yes No Comment

IS TRANSFER WANTED? If no, it will remain NFWF land

If	Yes,	please	answer	below:
Should the following be allowed:

Campfires

ATV's/Motorized vehicles (May create dustbowl)

Electric Vehicles 

Overnight camping

Hunting ‐ general (deer/etc.)

Hunting Fowl ‐(ducks/geese)

Firearms? (shotgun Use ONLY)

Fishing? (Catch & Release only)

Fly fishing only?

Hours: Sunrise to sunset?

Paved Trails?

Fence off adjacent property

Equestrian Use?

Parking for horse trailers?

Trails to River

Dogs allowed?

Bikes allowed?

Trash Recptacles?

Install benches?

Picnic tables?

Floating devices on river?

Grazing allowed? What kind of anmal?

Should NFWF/WRC contribute more $ to project?

Should there be private property signs, 

along adjacent property boundries?

Any Other question or input?

Next SVAB meeting scheduled February 3rd, 2016 at the Smith Justice bldg. 

Please return to: Smith Valley Realty, 2805 Hwy 208 through door DropBox or e‐mail to k@SmithNV.com


